
WHAT IS 12-MONTH DOI?
‘DOI’ is an acronym for ‘Duration of Immunity’. It refers to the required interval between boosters for ongoing protection with 
vaccination programs. 

WHAT IS THE COST OF THE VACCINE?
Pricing will vary between veterinarians and will depend on the number of horses being vaccinated, and the location. On average the cost for 
a dose to be administered is similar to the cost of a shoeing.

IS THE HENDRA VACCINE FULLY REGISTERED? 
Yes, The Equivac® HeV vaccine is fully registered by the Australian government veterinary medicines regulator, the Australian Pesticides 
and Veterinary Medicines Authority (APVMA). 

HOW OFTEN DOES THE VACCINE NEED TO BE GIVEN?

1ST DOSE
at 4 months of age

ANNUAL 
BOOSTERS
for maximum 

protection

2ND DOSE 3RD DOSE
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SEE YOUR VET AND VACCINATE TODAY 
Visit www.health4horses.com.au for more information on Hendra Virus

BEST PROTECTION FROM HENDRA, YEAR ROUND 
VACCINATION WITH EQUIVAC® HEV:

• The most effective way to help protect both horses and humans from Hendra virus 

• With yearly boosters, vaccination is now more convenient and more cost effective than ever.

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT TO PROTECT AGAINST HENDRA VIRUS
 • It can be fatal to both horses and humans  • It may be present wherever there are Flying Foxes

 A recent study showed that  
bat urine was the most likely 
route of spread of the virus  
to horses, and that the virus 
has been detected in areas that 
have not yet seen outbreaks.4

The study also showed  
Hendra Virus has been 
recently detected in flying  
fox roosts ranging from  
Far North Qld to Sydney.4

SEE YOUR VET AND VACCINATE TODAY
Visit www.health4horses.com.au for more information on Hendra virus

IS THE HENDRA VACCINE SAFE FOR MY PREGNANT MARE? 
In January 2016, the APVMA approved the administration of Equivac® HeV to pregnant mares. It is not however recommended that 
horses be vaccinated during the first 6 weeks after conception or during the final 2 weeks before foaling.

IS THE HENDRA VACCINE SAFE? 
Since 2012, over 440,000 dose of the Hendra vaccine have been administered to Australian horses. The reported adverse event rate is 
approximately 0.28%. This translates to approximately one reaction for every 350 doses administered.

The majority of these reports involved temporary injection site swellings, lethargy, muscle soreness associated with the injection site and 
reductions in appetite. These types of reactions are associated with many vaccines, including human vaccines. 

The vaccine contains no live virus, consequently there is zero risk of Hendra infection resulting from vaccination.

HOW IS THE HENDRA VIRUS TRANSMITTED?
It is thought that the Hendra virus is transmitted from fruit bat to horse via feed contaminated with fruit bat urine, faeces or body fluids.1

Hendra virus can be spread from horse to horse and horse to human through close contact with bodily fluids from an infected horse.1

I LIVE IN A LOW RISK AREA, DO I STILL NEED TO VACCINATE? 
Wherever there are fruit bats, there is a risk of Hendra virus infection. It only takes one bat for the disease to be transmitted. 
Vaccination is the single most effective way of reducing the risk of Hendra virus infection in horses. By vaccinating horses, owners 
are also protecting themselves, their families and anyone who comes into contact with horses. A recent study confirmed detection 
of Hendra virus in urine samples collected under fruit bat roosts in geographical areas where Hendra outbreaks have not yet been 
recorded, confirming  that risk extends beyond the localities where equine Hendra infections have already occurred.2


