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TETANUS
EQUINE PREVENTATIVE CARE

VET RESOURCES

HOW DO HORSES GET
TETANUS?

WHY DO I NEED TO
VACCINATE?

Tetanus is an often-fatal bacterial disease caused by the organism
Clostridium tetani, which is found in soil and droppings.¹,² It’s found all
over the world and can affect many species, including humans, as well
as horses. The bacterium can survive as spores in the environment for
long periods of time, and while it is in the soil, it’s harmless.

The tetanus bacteria multiply rapidly in the damaged tissues at
the site of the injury. The bacteria produce a powerful nerve toxin,
causing distressing symptoms and death in about 80% of cases.

However, the bacterial spore can enter the body through
wounds, particularly puncture wounds where there is a lack of
exposure of the bacteria to oxygen. The spore then re-activates
and multiplies, producing a potentially fatal neurotoxin.

If diagnosed early, your vet may treat your horse with large
doses of antibiotics, usually penicillin, and administer the
tetanus antitoxin injection.² Sadly, however, many owners
are still faced with having to euthanase their
horse on humane grounds.²

MY HORSES DON’T LEAVE MY PROPERTY, DO THEY STILL
NEED TO BE VACCINATED?
Yes. Your horse can be exposed to tetanus even if it does not leave your property. For example, your horse can be exposed to tetanus if
it steps on a nail or is punctured by a barbed wire fence.
Essentially, the risk of tetanus is pretty much everywhere as the organism that causes it, Clostridium tetani, lives in soil and manure and
it enters the body through wounds.¹,² Horses are particularly at risk because of their environment and tendency to injure themselves.²

HOW OFTEN DOES VACCINATION NEED TO BE GIVEN?
4 weeks

1ST DOSE
Equivac 2in1 or Equivac® T
®

12 months

2ND DOSE
Equivac® 2in1 or Equivac® T

12 months

BOOSTER DOSE
Equivac® 2in1 or Equivac® T

ANNUAL BOOSTER
for maximum protection

If using Equivac® 2in1 or Equivac® T the primary course for tetanus protection is two doses no less than 4 weeks apart.
The Equine Infectious Disease Advisory Board recommends a booster dose every 12 months

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT TO PROTECT AGAINST HENDRA VIRUS
• It can be fatal to both horses and humans

• It may be present wherever there are Flying Foxes

THE LABEL SAYS 1-5 YEARS, CAN'T I JUST VACCINATE
EVERY 5 YEARS?
The label for Equivac® T suggests that following a first annual booster, vaccination every 5 years may be sufficient. This recommendation
AUSTRALIAN FLYING FOX DISTRIBUTION
is inconsistent with the recommendations of the Equine Infectious Diseases Advisory Board (EIDAB), which has decided that
protection for all horses would be more likely if an annual protocol were followed.
Darwin
The EIDAB recommendation
is also consistent with recommendations for annual tetanus vaccination in other countries. If a horse is
vaccinated atBlack
intervals of greater than one year then it would be a good idea to administer a booster dose in the event of an injury occurring.
Spectacled
A recent study showed that
bat urine was the most likely
route of spread of the virus
to horses, and that the virus
Equivac® TAT is used as a short-term protection in the event of a wound Grey
in anheaded
unvaccinated horse. If the wound is fresh and the horse has
has been detected in areas that
been vaccinated before then a vaccine booster with Equivac® T or Equivac® 2in1 will act rapidly enough
to protect
theoutbreaks.
horse. If the
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have not
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a few days old then it may be prudent to administer both Equivac TAT and a vaccine simultaneously at different sites of injection.

WHEN SHOULD I ADMINISTER TETANUS ANTITOXIN?

The study also showed
Hendra Virus has been
recently detected in flying
fox roosts ranging from
®
Antibody
Perth levels provided by a single 1ml dose of Equivac TAT containing 1500IU of tetanus antitoxin have been shown to exceed the
Far North Qld to Sydney.4
Sydney
accepted protective level for 2-3 weeks in the horse.

HOW LONG WILL TETANUS ANTITOXIN LAST?
Brisbane

Adelaide

Canberra

I HAVE VACCINATED Melbourne
PREVIOUSLY, BUT IT’S BEEN YEARS,
DO I HAVE
TO START AGAIN?
Adapted from Richards, Hall and Parish 2012.
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No, if your horse was vaccinated in accordance with the label at some time in the past, then a single booster should restore
protective antibody levels.

CAN I VACCINATE AND ADMINISTER TETANUS ANTITOXIN
PROTECTION
FROM HENDRA, YEAR ROUND
AT THEBEST
SAME
TIME?

VACCINATION
WITH
EQUIVAC
HEV: simultaneously with Equivac® TAT.
Yes, a study has been performed that demonstrates
no interference
with vaccine
efficacy if administered
®

• The most effective way to help protect both horses and humans from Hendra virus
• With yearly boosters, vaccination is now more convenient and more cost effective than ever.

SEE
VACCINATE
TODAY
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more
information
on Hendra
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Visitwww.health4horses.com.au
www.health4horses.com.au
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